ORIGINS AND YOUTH                 19

zest for battle. In their discussion over the camp-
fire, he and his fellow officers must inevitably have
criticized the conduct of the expedition, and it may
well be that Washington sometimes insisted that if
his advice were followed things would go better*
Not on this account, therefore, must we lay too much
blame on him for being conceited or immodest. He
knew that he knew, and he did not dissemble the
fact, Silence came later.

The result of the expeditions to and skirmishes at
the Forks of the Ohio was that England and France
were at war, although they had not declared war on
each other. A chance musket shot In the backwoods
of Virginia started a conflict which reverberated in
Europe, disturbed the peace of *iie world for seven
years, and had serious consequences in the French
and English colonies of North America, The news
of Washington's disaster at Fort Necessity aroused
the British Government to the conclusion that it
must make a strong demonstration in order to crush
the swelling prestige of the French rivals in America.
The British planned, accordingly, to send out three
expeditions, one against Fort Duquesne, another
against the French in Nova Scotia, and a third
against Quebec. The command of the first they gave
to General Edward Braddock. He was then sixty
years old, had been in the Regular Army all his life,ifications as a woodsman, had given him a realied of disease and
